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GOVER MENT AFFAIRS REPORT:

Whatithe"One Big'Béautiful/BillLAct Means

for the CGolumbia

On July 1, 2025, the Senate passed the
reconciliation package by a 51-50 vote,
with Vice President IJD Vance casting the
tie-breaking vote. The House followed on
July 3, approving the final version by a 218-
214 margin, which was then signed into law
by President Trump on July 4th. The legis-
lation, formally titled the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act, includes significant changes to
federal conservation and water
infrastructure programs that could benefit
stakeholders in the Columbia Basin.

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION (BOR) WATER
CONVEYANCE FUNDING

The bill includes $500 million for BOR to
restore and enhance water conveyance
systems. This funding is available through
September 30, 2034, and is specifically
intended for construction, modernization,
and infrastructure upgrades that improve
water delivery.

For the Columbia Basin, this means
potential support for expanding mainline
lateral systems, repairing canals, and
building pump stations—key components
of the Odessa Groundwater Replacement
Program (OGWRP) and broader regional
water infrastructure.

An additional $2 billion was authorized
for surface water storage enhancements,
which could support reservoir expansion
and long-term water reliability.

RCPP FUNDING SHIFT: MORE FLEXIBILITY,
FEWER RESTRICTIONS

The reconciliation bill also reconfigures the
Regional Conservation Partnership Program
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John Culton
The Capitol Path
john@thecapitolpath.com

Kyla Shkerich Blair
The Capitol Path
kyla@thecapitolpath.com
(429) 891-5519

(509) 230-2882

(RCPP) by folding previous IRA conserva-
tion funds into the Farm Bill baseline. This
removes the climate-smart restrictions that
previously governed a major portion of the
RCPP funding that was available in recent
RCPP awards—potentially allowing the
OGWRP to compete for an even larger pot
of RCPP funds in the future.

For Columbia Basin producers, this means:

Potential increased funding available
through RCPP for OGWRP public
systems and on-farm infrastructure.
Fewer eligibility hurdles tied to climate
metrics.
Greater opportunities for irrigation
districts and conservation partners to
support surface water adoption.
The new reconciliation bill thus creates a
dual-track opportunity:
BOR funds can support large-scale
infrastructure like canals and pump
stations.
More flexible and robust RCPP funds
can potentially help increase funding
for and acceleration of the OGWRP.

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

With longer timelines, fewer restrictions,
and clearer funding pathways, the
Columbia Basin Project is well-positioned
to realize accelerated water delivery
modernization!

FY26 ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS BILL

On July 17, the House Appropriations
Committee passed the FY26 Energy and
Water Appropriations Bill, with a full House
vote still pending and unscheduled.

The accompanying committee report
contains key language championed by
the Columbia Basin Development League
(CBDL) that explicitly supports the Odessa
Groundwater Replacement Program (OG-
WRP). It affirms the Committee’s backing

of Reclamation’s involvement in delivering
surface water to farmlands across Central
and Eastern Washington and encourages
Reclamation to proceed with program
implementation.

In addition, the Committee directs
Reclamation to deliver a comprehensive
briefing no later than 180 days following
enactment. That report must assess the
costs, benefits, and regional implications of
continued Columbia Basin Project
development, including impacts on

Tribal communities, salmon habitat,
agricultural output, employment, and food
security. Although this directive mirrors
language originally included in the FY25 bill
report, it has not been implemented due to
Reclamation’s current operation under the
prior-year continuing resolution.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR

As the Chair of the CBDL, it is my pleasure to be deeply
involved in what takes place within the organization.

Right now, we are experiencing an opportunity to usher
in a new look for the League and | am elated to be a
part of that. Our Board is working hard to make sure
our stakeholders benefit the most out of some new

JON ERICKSON
MOSES LAKE

transitions taking place and opportunities being

presented. | look forward to seeing all of you at the

Respectfully,

Jon Erickson

Chair of the Board
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annual CBDL conference and cannot wait to see what
the next year has in store for us.

A SEASON OF

TRANSITION

CBDL Friends,

As many of the League’s stakeholders are in the midst of or
preparing for another harvest, the League has been making
preparations of another sort. You may have already seen the
news, but | wanted to personally share with you that CBDL's
management transition took effect on July 1st.

After nearly 15 years with the League, my team and | stepped
away and the League welcomed new leadership. Following is
the full press release.

The transition came at a good time; the Board is evolving its
goals with renewed emphasis on outreach and stakeholder \
engagement, and those are among several areas in which the Sara Higgins

new Ieadership team excels! Former Executive Director

With my departure, | wanted to share two specific things:

First, thank you! Fifteen years ago | knew very little about the Columbia Basin Project; the
team in our office was similarly uninformed. So many of you have willingly — and patiently -
shared incredible insights and knowledge, allowing us to learn so much.

Aside from empowering us to serve you, | am grateful for the personal growth you facilitated.
A life-long resident of eastern Washington, admittedly, | used to drive through the Columbia
Basin Project substantially ignorant of its value. You have forever changed my outlook on the
blooming desert, and | am indebted and appreciative. You can continue to educate me at

Second, | am thrilled about the League’s new organized and dedicated team, that is truly
enthusiastic to jump into the League’s work and engage with you to continue advancing
policy issues and outreach for the Columbia Basin Project. Please join me in warmly
welcoming Brit Kramer, Alison Ashton, and their team!

Warmly,

Sara % ?9/ ns

Former Executive Director
501 Consultants Inc.

Voice of the Project Newsletter | Summer 2025


mailto:sara%40501consultants.com?subject=

(= COLUMBIA BASIN

DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE

Columbia Basin Development League Announces New
Partnership with Red Barn Communications

LACEY, WA — The Columbia Basin Development League (the
League) is pleased to announce a new partnership with Red Barn
Communications (Red Barn) to support its management services.

Red Barn brings a strong track record of creative strategy,

brand building, and integrated communications planning. With
extensive experience serving mission-driven organizations, Red
Barn demonstrates a deep understanding of conservation and
recreation efforts, along with a shared passion for agriculture,
natural resources, and infrastructure. The League is proud to
partner with Red Barn to expand its visibility, strengthen
stakeholder relationships, and advance the mission of completing
and fully funding the Columbia Basin Project.

Alison Ashton, MSc
Association Lead
alison@cbdl.org

“As a firm grounded in strong values and committed to purposeful
communication, we are honored to be entrusted to support the
Columbia Basin Development League,” said Brit Kramer, Founder
of Red Barn Communications. “The League plays a critical
advocacy role in advancing policy, infrastructure, and economic
development across the Columbia Basin. We are well positioned to
help elevate the League’s voice, foster engagement, and highlight
the importance of the Project’s continued, phased development.”

As this new chapter begins, the League extends its sincere
appreciation to 501 Consultants, Inc. for over a decade of
exceptional service. 501 Consultants has provided invaluable
expertise to local, regional, and national nonprofits through both full-service management
and project-based consulting. Their guidance has helped organizations - including the
League - navigate complex strategic challenges and operate with integrity and impact.

Brit Kramer, CAE
Association Executive
brit@cbdl.org

While 501 Consultants has played a significant role in the League’s history, the transition to
Red Barn reflects the League’s evolving communications goals and direction. Red Barn's
creative expertise, strong alignment with the League’s mission, and strategic focus on
visibility, outreach, and stakeholder engagement make them a strong fit for supporting this
next phase of growth and public awareness.

The Columbia Basin Development League looks forward to building on this strong foundation
with Red Barn and to continuing its vital work on behalf of the Columbia Basin's agricultural
and economic future. S
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

2026 CBDL
Board of Trustees

MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
GAIN PERSPECTIVE. BUILD IMPACT

It may still be early in the year, but the
League is already planning for 2026. Elections
for the Columbia Basin Development League
Board of Trustees will take place this October,
with results announced at the League’s
Annual Meeting on November 13, 2025.

If you are passionate about the future of the
Columbia Basin Project, now is the time to
raise your hand. The Nominating Committee
is currently identifying prospective candi-
dates for recommmended inclusion on the
ballot.

WHY SERVE?

Board service is more than a civic
responsibility — it is an opportunity to:

Shape the Future
Expand Your Network
Strengthen Your Voice

Elevate Your Impact

Board service is a rewarding investment
of time, talent, and leadership. If you have
found value in the League's work, consider
taking the next step and helping to shape
its direction. Learn more about CBDL and
our mission at www.cbdl.org.

surveymonkey.com/r/WPQ362F

To be considered, please click the link above
or go to:
This form is due by September 15, 2025

Nominate Them
for a CBDL Award!

DUE DATE:
SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

Help us shine a light on the individuals who
have made a lasting impact on the Columbia
Basin Project.

Now is the time to nominate someone whose
commitment, grit, and passion deserve to

be recognized by the community they have
helped strengthen.

THE
PERSEVERANCE
AWARD

The Perseverance Award honors an individual who
has demonstrated unwavering determination in the
face of challenges — someone who pushes forward no
matter the odds and gets the job done.

The Honorary Life Member Award is reserved for
those whose enduring support and advocacy for the
Columbia Basin Project have made a meaningful
difference, whether or not they have held a formal
role with the League.

Do you know someone whose legacy
deserves the spotlight? Nominate them
today and be part of celebrating their
contributions at the League’s Annual
Meeting on November 13, 2025.

Let's honor those who have helped shape
the Project’s past - and inspire its future. &
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THE SHIFT IS ON:

What to Expect at the 2025

CBDL asked - and you answered.
Based on your thoughtful
feedback in the recent
member survey, this year’s
Annual Conference is being
designed with your priorities
front and center. You told us
what matters: Real updates,
broader conversations, and a
return to the League’s founding
purpose of advancing the full
Columbia Basin Project.

Now is the time to lock in the date.

November 13, 2025
Big Bend Community College
Moses Lake, WA

CBDL Annual Conference

Here Is What You Will Be a Part Of...

Real Updates, Real Progress — While the final agenda
is still in development, plans are underway to feature
updates on the Odessa Ground Water Replacement
Program, next-phase planning for the Columbia Basin
Project, and broader conversations about
infrastructure, permitting, and Reclamation activity.

Networking That Moves the Needle - This is where
policymakers, farmers, agency leaders, and community
voices come together. Past attendees call the
networking “one of the most valuable aspects” of the
Conference - it is where shared goals gain traction.

A Return to Purpose — Many members have shared
that this year is a turning point — a chance to rebuild
trust and momentum. With a broader emphasis on
project completion and agriculture-wide benefits, the
Conference will showcase how CBDL is stepping up to
lead with clarity and conviction.

Voices from the Ground - Expect candid insights from
irrigators, tech innovators, and regional leaders. We are
lining up roundtables and panels that could span water
law, rising energy demand, workforce challenges,
climate resilience — and other hot-button issues
members raise. Nothing is set in stone yet, but every
session will be built around real-world stories and
solutions that matter to the Basin.

This is your opportunity to get informed, get
connected, and help advance the largest unfinished
Reclamation project in U.S. history. If you have been
waiting for a sign that CBDL is shifting focus - this is it.

Join us on November 13 at Big Bend Community
College and be part of the conversation shaping the
Columbia Basin's next chapter.
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John Moody
Quincy’s 2025 Honorary Farmer of the Year

This September, Quincy’'s Farmer Consumer
Awareness Day (FCAD) honors a community
leader whose dedication to agriculture and
the Columbia Basin Project (CBP) spans
decades. We are proud to share that CBDL
Board Member Emeritus John Moody has
been named Quincy's 2025 Honorary Farm-
er of the Year.

Each year, FCAD recognizes a local farm
family and one individual who have
significantly supported agriculture. John
joins past honorees - including all three of
CBDL's former Executive Directors - who
have championed the farming community
and the League’s mission.

BRIDGING FARMERS AND CONSUMERS

FCAD began over 45 years ago to connect
farmers and consumers, a vision carried

forward by founders Dennis Higashiyama
and Chet Pedersen. John became involved
in the late 1990s while with the Bureau of
Reclamation and has since helped share the
CBP story through educational displays and
outreach.

“Personally, | am humbled,”
John shared. “I have just been
part of the team helping tell
agriculture’s story to the public.”

After years behind the scenes, John will see
the FCAD parade from a new vantage point
—-riding in it as the Honorary Farmer.

A VOICE FOR THE COLUMBIA BASIN

Though retired, John remains an advocate
for the region. “I have moved from Recla-
mation’s largest project to one of its oldest,
where | was raised,” he said. “l want to see
the Columbia Basin Project completed. That
has always been my goal with the League.”

CARRYING A FAMILY LEGACY

John’s favorite story illustrates his deep ties
to agriculture and water: “On June 14, 195],
Miss USA contestants stood at Banks Lake
holding a gallon of water from each state.
Arizona’'s contestant had a half-full jug of
Colorado River water, joking, ‘California stole
the other half.’ That jug was delivered by my
father using our Radio Flyer wagon before
being flown to Washington for the CBP’s
ceremonial water launch.”

Please join us in congratulating John on this
well-earned recognition.
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THE COLUMBIA BASIN PROJECT:

WHY IT MATTERS

WHALI IT IS AND WHY IT MAITERS

The Columbia Basin Project (CBP) is

a massive irrigation and water
management system in central
Washington State that transforms dry,
desert-like land into some of the most
productive farmland in the country.
Managed by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, the project was
authorized in the 1930s as part of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New
Deal. Its primary purpose is to divert
water from the Columbia River for
irrigation, power generation, and
regional development.

At the heart of the project is Grand
Coulee Dam, one of the largest
concrete structures in the world.
Water from the dam is pumped into
Banks Lake, then distributed through
hundreds of miles of canals and
pipelines to irrigate more than
670,000 acres. While the original
plan called for over one million acres,
only about two-thirds has been
developed to date.

Columbia River Irrigation Districts
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GRAND
COULEE DAM

Frannkitn O

1. AGRICULTURE:

The CBP enables farmers to grow
high-value crops like potatoes, apples,
wheat, corn, and carrots in an area that
naturally receives very little rainfall. The
irrigation provided by the project has
helped turn central Washington into a
key contributor to the U.S. food supply.

3. ECONOMIC GROWTH:

The project supports thousands of jobs
in farming, food processing, energy, and

related industries. Communities like
Moses Lake and Othello have grown
thanks to the economic opportunities
the CBP has created.

In short, the Columbia Basin Project is a powerful
example of how thoughtful investment in
infrastructure can transform a region—economically,
environmentally, and socially.

The Columbia Basin Project is managed through three
main irrigation districts: the Quincy-Columbia Basin,
East Columbia Basin, and South Columbia Basin Irriga-
tion Districts. These locally governed entities operate
and maintain the complex network of canals, pumps,
and laterals that deliver water from the Columbia River
to farms across more than 670,000 acres. They ensure
timely water delivery, manage infrastructure upkeep,

2. CLEAN ENERGY:

Grand Coulee Dam also generates
massive amounts of hydroelectric
power—over 20 billion kilowatt-hours
annually—helping supply clean,
renewable energy to the Pacific
Northwest.

4. WATER SECURITY:

With increasing pressure on water
resources across the West, the CBP
provides a more reliable and
managed water supply, helping
reduce dependence on depleting
groundwater sources.

5. NATIONAL IMPACT:

Beyond regional benefits, the
CBP is a national asset—
supporting food production,

renewable energy, and rural
development. It's also a model
for multipurpose infrastructure
that balances agriculture, power,
recreation, and conservation.

and collect fees from landowners to support operations. The districts serve as a critical link between
federal water infrastructure (like Grand Coulee Dam) and local agricultural users, helping to sustain
high-value crop production, water efficiency, and long-term resource stewardship.
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Call 888-877-7935 for your all your equipment needs.

SUSTAINING LEADERSHIP

%RDO@

EQUIPMENT CO.

Simplot  LamblWestonaa

SEEING POSSIBILITIES IN POTATOES
A

‘ Pl A ,r;" l "';nf gy :,“"l; . l.
We're Proud To Support

Columbia Basin Development League

Whether it's sales, service, or parts, RDO Equipment Co.
is the region’s trusted partner to make sure your
equipment is ready for the season.

SEEING POSSIBILITIES INNPOTETOES

oREGON  WASHINGTON " CULTIVATING PROGRESS

Hermiston ~ Coulee City - Together with our growers, Lamb Weston is advancing
Pendleton Moses Lake = ’ : : . -
Wasco Othello Y YRDO. regenerative agricultural practices across the Columbia Basin,
Pasco JOHN DEERE EQUIPMENT CO. for the future of our fields, our families, and our planet.
Ritzville RDOequipment.com
Sunnyside

MAKING FRIES
LEARN MORE MAKING STRIDES
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Simplot

Bringing Earth’s
Resources to Life

WECHEDLILE

LEADERSHIP:

JR Simplot Company

Lamb Weston

RDO Equipment/Northwest Ag

MAJOR

Big Bend Electric Cooperative

Franklin County Commissioners

S&C Ranching Inc

Washington State Potato
Commission

UNDERWRITER

East Columbia Basin Irrigation
District

Grant County Commissioners

McCain International / McCain
Foods USA

RH2 Engineering Inc

South Columbia Basin Irrigation

District

SUPPORTER

Adams County Commissioners
Connell 76 LLC

GTM Transformation LLC

J & E Schafer Farms Inc
KeyBank

Port of Pasco

AFFILIATE

Ag World Support Systems

City of Quincy

Friehe Farms

Highline Grain Growers, Inc

Kennewick Irrigation District

L&L Ag Production LLC

Lad Irrigation Co

Lincoln County Commissioners

Marlin Hutterian Brethren

Northwest Ag

Quincy-Columbia Basin Irrigation
District

Stahl Hutterian Brethren

Washington State Tree Fruit
Association

Weyns Farms
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Thank you to o r

MEMBER

Abundancia LLC

Alice Parker

B R Bair Farms Inc

Brad Hirz

Bruce & Diana Carlson Inc

Canyon Crest Farms

Carnosi LLC

Cecelia Quirk

Central Bean Co

Cochrane Sons Farm

Dan Piper Farm LLC

Donald Stucky

EL & JH Ray Farms LLC

Escure Farms Inc

Flying T LLC

Fode Farms Inc/Brooks Land
Company

Golden West Cattle Company

Henry Field

Isaak Brothers

Kagele Acres Inc.

Kagele-Kiesz Farms

Kenison Franz

Kniep Ag, inc

Knopp Management, Inc.

Leffel, Otis & Warwick, PS

Lincoln County Conservation District

Lindcrest Ranch/Preston Farms LLC

Mary Shinn

MGS AG Inc.

Moody Family

Muse Farms

Owl Lake LLC

Para Ranch Lands Inc

Parsons Behle & Latimer

Piper Farms LLC

Pomeroy Farms

Prior Farms LLC

Quincy-Columbia Basin Irrigation

District

Richard Erickson

Richard Quirk

R3J Circle Farms

R3J Circle Farms Inc

Roger Bailie

Rose Bair

RP Stucky Properties LLC

Sackmann Law Office

Schibel Farms Inc

SKOG Enterprises, LLC

Sunset Farms Inc

Thomas Guderian

TRReapers Inc.

Washington State - Office of
Representative Mary Dye

Wilbur Security Company

Adams County Development Council
(ACDC)

Agri-Com Appraisals

Best-Test Analytical Services, LLC

Big Bend Agricultural Appraisals, Inc.

Campbell Kirson Farms LLC/
Campbell Ranch

D&D Gilbert Farms

Earthbourne Resources Inc

Franz Lund LLC

Jack L Gilbert & Sons Inc

Kagele Family Farms LLC

Lenwood Farms Inc

Mark Booker

Marvin and Neil Joint Venture

Phillips

Windy Hill LLC

Port of Moses Lake

Port of Royal Slope

Port of Warden

R & J Family Farms, Inc.

SAC Enterprises Inc

Schroeder Law Offices PC

Ted Tschirky

Tippett Company of Washington LLC

Treat Farms

Triple C Land Company

Wajer Farms, Inc

Windy Prairie Inc

Anderson Farms, Inc

Avista Corp

Don Beus

Grigg Farms

Lyle Family Land LLC

Middleton Family Farms, LLC

Port of Quincy

Rubicon Water

Sunray Farms LLC

Highstreet Insurance Services

Washington Fruit & Produce Co

As we navigate a transition, if you notice any inaccuracies or outdated information on the member list,
kindly contact us at info@chdl.org so we can update our records promptly.
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OUR MISSION CONNECT WITH US!

Serving as the voice . .
9 ) i @ColumbiaBasinDevelopmentLeague
of the Columbia Basin

#ColumbiaBasinProject

Project—advocating
for completion and

sustainable % www.cbdl.org | 509.782.9442
maintenance. [=]. ;



https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaBasinDevelopmentLeague
http://www.cbdl.org

